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West coast based writer-editor Erin Linn McMullan has an MFA in Creative Writing from UBC and a focus on 

community history, regional issues, marine science, and conservation. She is author of Northern Medicine 
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Confederacy exhibit and of books, These Mysterious People: Shaping History and Archaeology in a Northwest 

Coast Community and Bill Reid: The Making of an Indian. She is proud mother of a daughter with Indigenous 

heritage. 

 

 

About the Clayoquot Biosphere Region 
 

Clayoquot Biosphere Region was designated a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 2000. Biosphere Reserves are 

areas of terrestrial and coastal/marine ecosystems or a combination thereof, which are internationally 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦b9{/hΩǎ aŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ όa!.ύ tǊƻgramme. The MAB Programme, created 

in 1971, aims to support the implementation and sharing of best practices in local and regional sustainability 

methods, and relies on interdisciplinary research, dialogue among various partners and community 

engagement. There are currently 18 BRs in Canada, including the Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Region, which 

are located across nine provinces and territories. 

 

It was during the 4th World Congress of Biosphere Reserves that the Lima Action Plan for the MAB 

Programme and its World Network of Biosphere Reserves was endorsed. In line with its vision and mission 

statement, the Lima Action Plan places strong emphasis on thriving societies in harmony with the biosphere 

for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. Through the Lima Action Plan, the World Network of Biosphere Reserves is 

engaged to protect and promote Indigenous and local knowledge systems and develop partnerships with 

Indigenous communities living in Biosphere Reserves. The hisinqwiit-regional gathering demonstrates how 

the Clayoquot Biosphere Region is meeting its international mandate in the context of the Lima Action Plan 

and its national mandate as well, in the context of Truth and Reconciliation Commissions' Calls to Action. 
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About Clayoquot Biosphere Trust (CBT) 

 
http://clayoquotbiosphere.org/ 

 
The Clayoquot Biosphere Trust conducts and supports research, education and programs that advance 

conservation, build our understanding of natural processes in the marine and terrestrial ecosystems, and 

promote the health of individuals and communities throughout the Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Region. As a 

community foundation, the CBT has managed an endowment fund and administered program funding from 

the income earned from the fund since 2000.  

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada and the CoƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 

150th contributed to the event. We are grateful to the Canadian Commission for UNESCO for providing the 

financial support to create this reflection paper and video as part of their Reconciliation in Action series. 

 

 

 
Credit: Melody Charlie 
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Introduction 

 
Language lesson 

  

ƘƛǑƛƴǉ ƛƛƱΥ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ 

 

5ǊΦ .ŜǊƴƛŎŜ ¢ƻǳŎƘƛŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƘƛǑƛƴǉ ƛƛƱΣ ǘƘŜ bǳǳ-chah-

nulth name given by the elders for this event, and shared its meaning: to gather together indoors. All eight of 

±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ улл Ǉƭǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ 

massive tent shelter erected in the Kwisitis Visitor Centre parking lot at the Pacific Rim National Park Reserve 

(PRNPR) on a rainy Sunday, September 17, 2017. This regional event, which would observe cultural 

protocols, including a date coinciding with the new moon and chosen by traditional means, was hosted by 

¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΣ ƻƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ /ƭŀȅƻǉǳƻǘ 

Biosphere Trust (CBT) and Parks Canada. 

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ Yǿƛǎƛǘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ȅǎƻƴ ¢ƻǳŎhie, who 

ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƛƴǘƻ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ άLǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻƻΦέ  

 

Speaking on behalf of the IŀΩǿƛƛƘ όIŜǊŜŘƛǘŀǊȅ /ƘƛŜŦǎύΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ȅŜŜ IŀΩǿƛƭǘƘΣ IŜǊŜŘƛǘŀǊȅ 

Chief Wilson Jack, in traditional cedar hat and ceremonial regalia. 

 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƻƳŜΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΦέ ¢ƻǳŎƘƛŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴed how he was 

taught to speak on behalf of his people by a Hesquiaht elder, who put her hands on his shoulders and said, 

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ȅƻǳ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ   

 

άLǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΣ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻƻŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƴƻŜǎ ŀǎƘƻǊŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

Jeneva Touchie, who is an elected member of ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ Legislature, and serves on the Executive, 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΦ άLƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ longhouse here on Wickanninish. This 

land is special and sacred for ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΦ Although this land is now part of the Pacific Rim National Park, 

UFN still has treaty settlement lands inside this park, in fact, just a short walk away from where we are 

stŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέ 

 

άtŀǊƪǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ are partners who work together. It is amazing what we can do if we support 

each other and that is why we are here today. It is important for working together to achieve a better future, 

not just for this generation ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦέ 

  

The day would include sharing the salmon harvest, and traditional stories, song, and dance, but its 

centrepiece was a heart-to-heart conversation between communities rarely gathered together in one place, 

in part due to geographical isolation: the municipalities of Ucluelet, Tofino, and Alberni-Clayoquot Regional 

District Area C, and all five First Nations: Hesquiaht, Tla-o-qui-at, Toquaht, Ahousaht, and ̧ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΦ 
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Leaders from all eight communities were given time to speak and to share a cultural display, resulting in a 

vital cultural exchange and an education in Indigenous tradition and protocols for non-Indigenous 

participants.   

 

Transportation, which was identified as a regional challenge, was a key support piece with people traveling 

from remote communities by water taxi and by bus from as far as Port Alberni, over 100 km away. 

 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ нΣллл-lb. concrete blocks with a crane (to anchor 

the tent) and coordinating with ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘŀȄƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ 

ǎŀƛŘ .ǊƻƻƪŜ ²ƻƻŘΣ /.¢Ωǎ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ άŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέΦ  

 

ά¢ƘŜ ōǳǎŜǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ сл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ƘƻǳǎŀƘǘΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

people come from Ahousaht and they were soaking wet and looking for a nice, warm tea and I knew it was 

ƻƪŀȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ²ƻƻŘΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŀ ŎƻǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ нс ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ ƛƴΦ   

 

As partners in the event, Parks Canada staff were on hand to assist with hosting, and with interpretation, 

ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ άtŀŎƛŦƛŎ wƛƳ tŀǊƪ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴƛƴŜ bǳǳ-chah-

nulth nations, and we really honour ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ǎŀƛŘ YŀǊŜƴ IŀǳƎŜƴΣ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wƛƳ 

National Park Reserve, who identified herself to the audience as coming from the Huu-ay-aht First Nations. 

άbǳǳ-chah-nulth people are always so good at not only welcoming people, but for ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ 

we do here in Pacific Rim, is we really work with our Nuu-chah-nulth partners to host the many visitors who 

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀǊŜŀΦέ  

 

The Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Reserve is located on the west coast of Vancouver Island, in British 

Columbia, Canada. In addition to the Biosphere Reserve area, as a community foundation the CBT serves all 

communities of the west coast region. 

 

Perspectives on moving forward together  
 

Active listening  

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wŜōŜŎŎŀ IǳǊǿƛǘȊΣ /.¢Ωǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ άǘƻ 

hear the perspectives of all of the community leaders on how we move forward in a positive direction 

together. The regional gathering was one way that we can reach the UNESCO mandate for building peace in 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ  

 

Acknowledging regional diversity 

  

άLƴ нлмсΣ /.¢Ωǎ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 150th celebration and we talked a lot 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǾŀǊƛŜŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ ά{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

a Nuu-chah-nuƭǘƘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ŀ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƛȄŜŘΦέ 

 

http://clayoquotbiosphere.org/what-we-do/communities/
http://clayoquotbiosphere.org/what-we-do/communities/
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Figure 1: Geography of the territorial and marine/aquatic ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊ LǎƭŀƴŘΩ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏoast  

 

Clayoquot Biosphere Trust is the only west coast organization that includes members from all the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ /ŀǘƘȅ ¢ƘƛŎƪŜΣ /.¢Ωǎ /ƻ-Chair, appointed by the District of Tofino for 

the past six years.  

 

 άLƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜŀŎƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IǳǊǿƛǘȊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ /.¢ ǎǘŀŦŦ 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ tƻǘƭŀǘŎƘΣ ƘƛǑƛƴǉ ƛƛƱ elicited ongoing discussion of the Potlatch Ban by 

the Canadian government from 1885 to 1951 because the right to gather, and to share songs, dances and 

stories, as the communities were doing on September 17, 2017, was prohibited for 66 years. 

 

άtƻǘƭŀǘŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /Ƙƛƴƻƻƪ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣέ ŀǎ /ƘƛŜŦ aŀǉǳƛƴƴŀΣ ¢ȅŜŜ IŀΩǿƛƭǘƘ ŦƻǊ 

Ahousaht First Nation, would point out during the event, along with acknowledging the revitalization of 

drumming going back 17 generations which accompanied the Ahousaht dinner song. 
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άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ƻŦƛƴƻΩǎ aŀȅƻǊ WƻǎƛŜ hǎōƻǊƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ άǘƘŀǘ 

ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ сс ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦέ 

 

The act of working together to prepare, share, and clean up after a communal meal, however, was 

ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ōȅ /.¢Ωǎ bǳǳ-chah-nulth partners as key to celebrating community connections and customary 

in traditional teachings on peace-building and collaboration. One of the considerations for the timing of the 

event was to schedule it after the salmon harvest, and on a date deliberately separate from the 

ǎŜǎǉǳƛŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ŀƳƳȅ 5ƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ /.¢Ωǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻ-Chair, 

chosen to represent Tla-o-qui-ŀƘǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ IŀΩǿƛƛƘΦ άLΩǾŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 

the announcement of the funding from CFC ό/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦέ !ǎ 

she pointed out, ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ мрлth can be hard for Indigenous people when we look back and 

reflect on the historical injustices that have occurred, not only in this land but around tƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ōȅ 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ άŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜέΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

a way that Indigenous people involved with the CBT could support both the process and the project.  

 

 
Credit: Melody Charlie 

 

Dorward, who advised on protocol throughout the planning process, had sought the advice of an elder, who 

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ǊƻƭŜΦ άL ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

generations would be taken care of and would ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ  
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άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ 

government, but that it happens in the relationships that we carry with each other. That we use each day to 

support ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛǑƛƴǉ ƛƛƱ. 

 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƳǳǘƘƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 

ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘΣ άǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ 

ƘƻƳŜΦέ  

 

As co-MC with Celena Cook, ƻŦ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΣ Hurwitz highlighted what an honour it was not only to be able to 

fulfill the vision set by the board the previous year but also to work for an organization that could hold all the 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘƛƴƎΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ мрлth.  

 

In an article for Ha-Shilth-SaΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ hƭŘŜǎǘ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΣ /ŀǊƭŀ aƻǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ά/.¢ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 

Director Rebecca Hurwitz was thanked for her decision to listen to the communities . . . and to act on their 

ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ /ŀƴŀŘŀ 5ŀȅΦέ  

 

άYƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀƴŀŘŀ 5ŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

IŀΩǿƛƭǘƘ aǳǳŎƘƛƴƛƴƪΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ /.¢ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 

celebrate Canada Day. We appreciate and respect that you made the decision . . . to have this event for 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

 

A sense of belonging, a sense of community, a sense of place  
 

IƛǎƘǳƪ ƛǎƘ ǘǎΩŀǿŀƭƪ: Everything is connected  

 

All the partners, ̧ ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΣ CBT, and Parks Canada, as well as the community-driven planning process, 

helped to create a safe space in which people could speak their truth. Truth was identified as a key 

component of reconciliation and the healing process by participating community leaders, as well as by the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.  

 

A positive tone and spirit of welcome was set from the beginning, facilitated by invitations from Tyson 

Touchie, ̧ ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΩǎ representative, to remain seated according to their custom and from Cathy Thicke, 

CBT co-chair and councillor for District of Tofino, encouraging people to introduce themselves at the next 

table. The communities discovered common ground: from discussions of intermarriage threading 

community members, resources, and traditional teachings together, to shared victories such as Ahousaht et 

ŀƭΦΩǎ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘ-setting Supreme Court case resulting in Indigenous economic fishing rights and the Maa-

nulth Treaty enabling self-government (combining hereditary and elected leadership), for both ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ 

and Toquaht Nations, and disconnecting them from the Indian Act; and celebrating tradition by paddling 

together during the canoe journeys where political boundaries were set aside. Community leaders also 

shared struggles: from racism to the tragedies of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and enduring 

impacts of residential schools; daily challenges with healthcare costs exceeding incomes; and community 

stances on industry in their territories: fish farms, logging, and mining, coming from a deep respect for the 

environment and a desire to preserve the past and future for generations to come. 
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Reconciliation 
 

άwŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀ ǿǊƻƴƎΦέ 

 

Hesquiaht First Nation 

 

ά¢ƻ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴΚέ ŀǎƪŜŘ /ƘƛŜŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ [ǳŎŀǎΣ ¢ȅŜŜ IŀΩǿƛƭǘƘ ŦƻǊ IŜǎǉǳƛŀƘǘ First Nation, 

explaining that he worked with residential school survivors for seven years and, through this process, with 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ψǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜΩΦ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

reconcile, in the legal dictiƻƴŀǊȅΦ Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀ ǿǊƻƴƎΦέ  

 

Lucas, himself a residential school survivor, asked for understanding from the non-Nuu-chah-nulth people in 

ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎΦ άLǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŜƴǘ 

througƘ ȅŜǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ȅŜǘΦ .ǳǘ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŜƴǘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦέ  

 

Lucas offered to share some of the dark history and their struggles, not in a negative way but to promote 

understanding and provide education.  

 

The impact of residential schools would be a recurrent theme addressed throughout the event. During 

/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ мрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ LƴŘƛŀƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ όLw{ύ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ммо ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ мууо ǘƻ 

1996, and an estimated 50% of children did not survive. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 

reported that over 6,000 Indigenous children died, describing it as cultural genocide. 

 

Lucas referenced an archaeological dig in the 1960s, which established that Hesquiaht had been on site at 

leŀǎǘ сΣрлл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

importance of the salmon, synonymous with their people. 

 

Building relationships between communities  
 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /.¢Σ [ǳŎŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴship between the eight of our communities, through 

you, that we can start building a relationship where we can work together and understand (of) where our 

people come fromΧ as Nuu-chah-ƴǳƭǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  

 

Lucas was the only participant from Hesquiaht, due to a death in the community, but attended ƘƛǑƛƴǉ ƛƛƱ 

briefly to speak out of respect for the personal invitation from CBT and ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ.  

 

¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ  

 

Restoring our voice and language  

 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ƘǳǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ǊΦ Bernice ¢ƻǳŎƘƛŜΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΣ ¢ȅǎƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ 

spiritual strength to continue speaking for our people. The trauma is so bad that our voice is silenced 
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ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΦέ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΩǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴΣ ŜƳōƭŀȊƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŎǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

acknowledging ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΣ ¢ƻǳŎƘƛŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ /.¢Υ άŦƻǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜŘŜǎǘŀƭΤ ŦƻǊ 

recognizing our chiefs; for inviting and giving us transportation to get here. For the first time, thanks to CBT, 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ bǳǳ-chah-nulth signage, a CBT-supported 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ άCƻǊ мрл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ƛƴ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳΣ 

for our people to see this place is ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΦέ 

 

Ahousaht First Nation 

 

άReconciliation begins with the selfέ  

 

ά²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ DǊŜƎ [ƻǳƛŜΣ /ƘƛŜŦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ ό9ƭŜŎǘŜŘ 

/ƘƛŜŦύΣ !ƘƻǳǎŀƘǘ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ȅŜŜ IŀΩǿƛƭǘƘΣ /ƘƛŜŦ aŀǉǳƛƴƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

community who had just performeŘ ǘƘŜ !ƘƻǳǎŀƘǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǎƻƴƎΦ [ƻǳƛŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ άōŜƎƛƴǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦΣ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜΥ ǿƘƻ L ŀƳΣέ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōȅ άǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴΦέ 

 

Louie told the audience that Ahousaht Council is in the process of finalizing a protocol agreement with the 

¢ƻŦƛƴƻ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ άLƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊ όaŀȅƻǊ WƻǎƛŜ hǎōƻǊƴŜύΣ ΨIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΚΩ 

A protocol is a piece of paper. It can give some guidelines. But the real act, is how we live and treat each 

ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 

 

 
Credit: Melody Charlie 
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άSitting together is a form of reconciliationέ  

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǳǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ [ƻǳƛŜΦ ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ 

other, be respectful, knowing that ȅŜǎΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōǳǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

 

ά!ƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ vǳǳ┴ŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳƳǳǘƘƴŜΣέ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ [ƻǳƛŜΦ άLǘ 

needs to happen individually. It needs to happen within our families. It needs to happen in Ahousaht. It 

needs to happen within our households. Within our nation, and nation-to-ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜΦέ 

 

άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎŀǿΣ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ 

I had an opportunity to witness the canoe joǳǊƴŜȅǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ƻǳƛŜΦ  

 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴƻŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎΣ L ǎŀǿ !ƘƻǳǎŀƘǘΣ ¢ƭŀ-o-qui-at, Hesquiaht, Ucluelet, Tseshaht, all coming together, 

working together, all Quu┴as people literally and physically paddling together. Tyee amongst each other, 

talking and supportingΦ bƻ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ǇŀŘŘƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜΦέ  

 

²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǳǎΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ¢ƻŦƛƴƻ, or in this land, who still believe that we are not 

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ƻǳƛŜΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴd, our 

ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦέ  

 

Redressing current challenges 
 

Chief Maquinna ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ άL ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ /ƘƛŜŦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ DǊŜƎ ό[ƻǳƛŜύ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

meet with the Prime Minister of Canada. He asked if I could go sit in on a meeting. They gave us three 

minutes to speak to the prime minister. And, what am I going to say in three minutes to the prime minister? 

{ƻ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ΨaǊΦ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ !ƘƻǳǎŀƘǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

come see for yourself and not just talk for three minutes. But you need to listen to our people. We took the 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅΦΩέ 

 

άΨ²Ŝ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜΣΩέ ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘ-setting Supreme Court case against Canada for 

Indigenous economic rights to fish including Ahousaht, Ehattesaht, Hesquiaht, Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht, 

Mowachaht/Muchalaht, Nuchatlaht, Tla-o-qui-aht, and Tseshaht Indian Bands and Nations et al.1έ 

                                                
1   

άNuu-chah-ƴǳƭǘƘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ 

in the Ahousaht et al. vs. Canada ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŜƴŘƛƴg more 

than a decade of legal proceedings between Canada and the five nations (Ahousaht, Ehattesaht/Chinekint, Hesquiaht, 

Mowachaht/Muchalaht, and Tla-o-qui-ŀƘǘύ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦέ 
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ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǎǘƻǇping us from 

doing our fishing.έ  

 

He pointed out to the prime minister that two Ahousaht fisherman helped to prevent a greater tragedy 

during the sinking of the Leviathan II and that Ahousaht and Tla-o-qui-aht worked together in rescue efforts.   

 

Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation  

 

Totem poles as constitution  

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ мрлth birthday but our 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WƻŜ aŀǊǘƛƴΣ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀƴƻŜ ŎŀǊǾŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƭŀ-

o-qui-ŀƘǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀ ǇŀŘŘƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƴƎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ hǇƛǎŀƘǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦ 

People have been usinƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ млΣллл ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 

 

ά²ƘŜƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ¢ƭŀ-o-

qui-ŀƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǳōŜǊŎǳƭƻǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭǇƻȄ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇƻƴ ōȅ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

MŀǊǘƛƴΦ ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ hǇƛǘǎŀƘǘΣ hǇƛǘǎŀƘǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻǘŜƳ ǇƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ 

totem poles in the front of every house. What those totem poles are to us, it was our constitution. Now 

certainly, when we first met Europeans we were illiterate and could not read what they had. But so were 

ǘƘŜȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǘŜƳ ǇƻƭŜǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aŀǊǘƛƴΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ άǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜΦέ  

 

άL ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ muu ya pitumτǘƘƛǎ ŎǊŜǎǘ ƘŜǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ ceremonial curtain with its 

ŎǊŜǎǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŘƛǳƳΦ άLƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛŦ L ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ haahuuli, I know that they have laws and 

the teachings that go with those things, are that they have laws of the land, that everything is connected: 

the circle. Hishuk ish tsΩŀǿŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ.  

 

ά²Ŝ ƻŦ ¢ƭŀ-oh-qui-aht, each of our families has our own curtains, and we have our teachings that are 

ŘŜǇƛŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 

 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀs about the first law, or the first teaching: the first law is represented by the crest of the sun or the 

ƳƻƻƴΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻǘŜƳ ǇƻƭŜǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΥ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƭŦΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǊΣ ƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ǿƘŀƭŜΦ !ƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

Ŏƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǳǇƘƻƭŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀǿΦέ  

                                                                                                                                                            
ά¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ όWŀƴǳŀǊȅ олΣ нлмпύ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƻǳǊǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘe BC 

Supreme Court in нллф ŀƴŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ./ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ !ǇǇŜŀƭΣ ƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦέ   

άNuu-chah-ƴǳƭǘƘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǳǇƘŜƭŘ ōȅ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣέ Ha-Shilth-Sa, Jan. 30, 2014. 

https://www.hashilthsa.com/news/2014-01-30/nuu-chah-nulth-fishing-rights-upheld-supreme-court-canada 

 

 

https://www.hashilthsa.com/news/2014-01-30/nuu-chah-nulth-fishing-rights-upheld-supreme-court-canada
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ά{ƻΣ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǊƴΣ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ha-

huu-pa όǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎύΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭΦέ  

 

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 

 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎǊŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŜƳ ǇƻƭŜǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦέ 

 

ά{ƻΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мфлл ƻǊ ǎƻΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƻǘŜƳ ǇƻƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ hǇƛǘǎŀƘǘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƛŜƭŘ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ !ƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ōŀƴƴŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  

 

ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ Indian Act and wŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

 

άLaws are in our art, in our songs and our dancesέ 

  

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǿǎΣ ōǳǘΣέ ƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ 

once more to ̧ ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΩǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴΣ άǘƘŜƛǊ ƭaws are right there: in our art, in our songs and 

ŘŀƴŎŜǎΦέ    

 

Concerns that need to be addressed  
 

Martin also said there were many concerns that needed to be addressed around raw sewage going into the 

water, fish-farming, and logging, which continues despite surveys with his people indicating over 90% are 

against clear-cut logging. 

 

άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŎŀƴƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜΤ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳŀƪŜΦέ  

 

άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǾŜ ŘǳƎƻǳǘ ŎŀƴƻŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƭŀǘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦέ  

 

άΨDŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΥ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎŀƴƻŜ-ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦΩ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ 

ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦέ 

 

ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƴȅ Ŧirst canoe, my dad was really proud of me. He put his hand on my shoulder, 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ{ƻƴΣ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

ƘŜǊŜΦΩέ  

 

Toquaht First Nation 

 

ά¢ƻǉǳŀƘǘ Nation is situated in Barkley Sound; we call it ƘƛƱǎǳǳ┴isΦ Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴΣΩέ ǎŀƛŘ 

/ƘƛŜŦ !ƴƴŜ aŀŎƪΣ ¢ȅŜŜ IŀΩǿƛƭǘƘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻǉǳŀƘǘ bŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ооΣллл ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜǎ ƻŦ 

land beginning at the mouth of Ucluelet Inlet, stretching along the shores around to Toquart Bay and to Lyall 
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Point coastline and stretching back to the Broughton mountains, which we call the Ten Sisters, and into the 

Cataract area we call MacoahΣ CƻǳǊ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ мр ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bǳǳ-chah-nulth tribal council, 

previously called the West Coast District Council. These nations cover the west coast of Vancouver Island, 

from one tip to the other. It includes three sounds: the Clayoquot, the Barkley, the Nootka, and the Alberni 

LƴƭŜǘΦέ  

 

Maa-nulth Treaty Society and self-government  

 

ά!ǊƻǳƴŘ мффсΣ ǘƘŜ bǳǳ-chah-nulth sat at a table to try to negotiate a treaty with the government, but after 

four years of not great movement, we had a referendum for all Nuu-chah-nulth members to vote yes or no 

to the continuance of a treaty. There were five nations, including Toquaht, which were ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΣ Iǳǳ-ay-

aht First Nations, Ucchucklesaht, YŀΥΩȅǳΥΩƪΩǘΩƘΩκ/ƘŜƪΩǘƭŜǎтŜǘΩƘΩ, who voted in favour of continuing, and we 

became what was known as the Maa-nulth Treaty Society, and we continued this journey. On April 1, 2011, 

the Maa-nulth five nations implemented and began as self-governing nations. Each of the five nations had 

ratified their own constitutions, which is protected under section 35 of the Canadian Constitution as the 

right to self-govern. This meant for Toquaht, we were given back 1,500 hectares of our land in fee-simple 

(ownership) and the right to be consulted on any initiatives that take place within our traditional territory. 

We are no longer connected to the Indian Act; we have no reserve lands and are not considered band 

membersτǿŜ ŀǊŜ ¢ƻǉǳŀƘǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦέ 

 

ά¢ƻǉǳŀƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊŜŘƛǘŀǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

nation in North Island is NuchatlahtΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜǊŜŘƛǘŀǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΦ 

For Toquaht, to continue under our hereditary system, we negotiated with Canada and BC to have an 

election of three councillors, to work with our two hereditary leaders, and this brings it to a democratic way 

ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōƛƎ ƧƻōΦέ 

 

άLǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aŀŎƪΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 

ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ  

 

ά!ƭƭ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ άaƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ /ŀnada live away from 

ƘƻƳŜΦέ 

 

ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣέ aŀŎƪ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ άhǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 

issues gain much more strength towards achieving success of our goals. I value the strength of all 

communities that have had to Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ƻǊ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦέ  

 

Creating a symbol of reconciliation in the event logo  

 

άIere on the West Coast, our identity is best portrayed through the ocean.έ 

 

άL ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜΣ here on the West Coast, our identity is best portrayed through the ocean. It really symbolizes our 

ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WŀƛŘŜƴ DŜƻǊƎŜΣ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛŜŦ aŀǉǳƛƴƴŀΣ !ƘƻǳǎŀƘǘ CƛǊǎǘ 

Nation, who was invited by CBT to design the logo. This was the first commission for the multimedia artist 
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ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴϥǎ ƘŀƴŘ όǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ 

people) is reaching out to shake the ocean's hand. The shaking of the hands visually shows the agreement 

we make to protect the land. After the handshake, we're able to begin the re-ŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦέ  

 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Logo of the hisinqwiit-regional gathering 

 

 

In the main portion of the poster, he included a salmon, to stress this connection with the ocean and for its 

significance to his people, the Ahousaht Nation, and all the nations, as an important part of their history.  

 

George created the logo in roughly two and a half months: using the themes of reconciliation and healing 

provided to execute the first draft, combining layers of photography and illustration, within a few weeks; 

then submitting a colourized version for constructive criticism at a CBT meeting on June 14, 2017, before 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƭƻǳǊƛƴƎΦέ  

 

Reconciliation through working together   

 
ά¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣέ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ IǳǊǿƛǘȊΣ ǿƘƻ 

volunteered her time and cited those awkward, teachable moments as the place where greatest learning 

occurred. ά¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ volunteers really helped to ensure that we had a grassroots 

ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦέ   
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Raising awareness of cultural protocols 

  

άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŜƭŜƴŀ /ƻƻƪΣ ǿƘƻ 

served on the core planning team and works in administration at ¸ǳǳƱǳ┴ƛƱ┴atἕ Government. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 

tradition and culture in everything, so it was a learning experience for them, and it was also teaching that to 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦέ /ƻƻƪ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ /.¢Ωǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ IǳǊǿƛǘȊ ǘƻ 

personally inviting each of the communities to participate, and to following speaking order while sharing MC 

duties with her on the ŘŀȅΦ άL ŦŜƭǘ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ /.¢ ŀƴŘ ¦ŎƭǳŜƭŜǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻŦƛƴƻ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣέ 

concluded Cook. 

 

άLǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

protocols associated with that, and that was a ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƻǾŜǊŎŀƳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ .ǊƻƻƪŜ 

²ƻƻŘΦ ά/ŜƭŜƴŀ ŀƴŘ L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ IŜǎǉǳƛŀƘǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ wŜōŜŎŎŀ ŀƴŘ /ŜƭŜƴŀ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ 

Ahousaht and Tla-o-qui-ŀƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

άL ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ²ƻƻŘΣ άŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΦ Lǘ 

was really great working with ̧ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 5Ŝō ŀƴŘ /ŜƭŜƴŀΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦέ    

 

Planning process: partners and community representation  
 

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ǘŜŀƳǎΥ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΣ /.¢Σ 

and Parks Canada; and the core planning team, made up of alumni from Leadership Vancouver Island (LVI), 

who were invited by CBT to help design and shape the event. Both teams included Nuu-chah-nulth and 

mumuthne participants working together.  

 

LƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ [±LΣ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ /.¢Σ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀǎ ²ƻƻŘ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ άƘŜƭǇǎ 

build capacity locally and breaks down a lot of barriers between communities, so it seemed like a great idea 

ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ  

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜǘΣέ 

said Hurwitz. The core planning team included Celena Cook, Debbie Mundy, Leah Morgan, Abby Fortune, 

Katie Garner, Marilyn Touchie and Barb Gudbranson. 

 

LƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ [±LΣ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ /.¢Σ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀǎ ²ƻƻŘ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ άƘŜƭǇǎ 

build capacity locally and breaks down a lot of barriers between communities, so it seemed like a great idea 

ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ  

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜǘΣέ 

said Hurwitz. The core planning team included Celena Cook, Debbie Mundy, Leah Morgan, Abby Fortune, 

Katie Garner, Marilyn Touchie and Barb Gudbranson. 

 

ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Abby Fortune, Director of 

Parks and Recreation for District of Ucluelet and Chair and alumnus of LVI. Fortune said she learned how to 
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be more adaptive and work as a team ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΚΩ Φ Φ Φ ǘƘŀǘ 

perspective became very, very important for the gathering and, I think, very ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦέ 

 

 
Credit: Melody Charlie 

 

CƻǊǘǳƴŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ άIƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜǎǘ ŎƻŀǎǘΚ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ ./Κ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻoking at and wanting to move forward, and I think that one of the 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

have to say, and then learning how to move forward with reconciliation. And that is a learning curve for, I 

ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ .ǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦέ  

 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ŜŀƘ aƻǊƎŀƴΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΣ ƛǘ άǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

helped me to put into perspective everybody in the regionτǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦέ  

 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŜŀǎȅΦ ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ŏoming in from Ahousaht, for 

example, it was familiar because I know people from Ahousaht. It made it a lot easier to be friendly and open 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

 

aƻǊƎŀƴ ŦŜƭǘ /.¢ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /.¢ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

ƻŦŦŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 
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άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ /.¢ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ¦ŎƭǳŜƭŜǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻŦƛƴƻΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ŜōōƛŜ aǳƴŘȅΣ ŎƻǊŜ 

planning team member, who felt she became more comfortable working around the table with other 

communiǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦέ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ aǳƴŘȅΣ ǿƘƻ 

regularly cooks in her community of Hitacu, rose to the challenge of cooking for so many people, alongside a 

team of 10. They were further assisted by Ricardo Manmohan and the Warriors, young men in the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ άǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŦƛǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ол ŦƛǎƘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜΦέ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

consideration for traditional gathering of wood and use of bonfire was acknowledged by Parks for this 

occasion. 

 

Working together as partners 
 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƭŀȅƻǉǳƻǘ .ƛƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ό/.¢ύΣ ¸ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕΣ ŀƴŘ tŀǊƪǎ 

Canada. 

 

Parks Canada: Pacific Rim National Park Reserve  

 

Parks Canada and Pacific Rim National Park Reserve were onboard from the beginning of the project, solving 

one of the greatest initial challengesτa venue that could hold a regional gathering and be meaningfulτby 

providing space in kind at Kwisitis Visitor Centre, located on Wickanninish Beach. Parks also provided staff, 

assistance with planning, French language translation, logistics, an interpreter, organizing tools needed on 

the day, and parking assistance. 

 

άLǘΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘheme of reconciliation, which is a huge focal point of our 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ŀǾŜ ¢ƻǾŜƭƭΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ twbtw ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ 

ǘŜŀƳΦ CǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘǇƻƛƴǘΣ άǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ using the park 

with family and friends in their own context, which is what the gathering was about: feasting, dancing, and 

ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦέ   

 

άLǘ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ƻǾŜƭƭΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŀǎǘ aŀȅΦ IŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ 

important it was to include ̧ ǳǳǘǳ┴ƛƱ┴ŀǘἕ, CBT, and all communities. Because the event itself provided an 

open platform where everyone was given time and space, it brought him closer to understanding the 

relationships within the region, not just globally but on an ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ Iƛǎ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳέ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƴȅ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦέ 

  

From a personal standpoint, he said it has changed the way he will parent his two and three-year-old 

daughters about their relationships with Indigenous peoples in their community.  

 

Debrief 

 

A debrief for the event was held during the CBT Directors Meeting, hosted by Chief Anne Mack at the 

Toquaht Nation office on November 9, 2017. άLǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭƻƻƪ ōǳǘΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎΣέ CŀȅŜ aƛǎǎŀǊΣ /.¢Ωǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇΦέ 
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Invitations were extended to federal and provincial politicians, but they were unable to attend in the remote 

community. However, in their absence, a more open conversation occurred between all participants. 

 

Next steps  
 

άhǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ L ŦŜŜƭΣ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¦ŎƭǳŜƭŜǘΩǎ aŀȅƻǊ 

5ƛŀƴƴŜ {ǘΦ WŀŎǉǳŜǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ 

 

ά²Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ 

CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƴȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣέ DǊŜƎ [ƻǳƛŜΣ /ƘƛŜŦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ !ƘƻǳǎŀƘǘ 

ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ ά.ǳǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊǎ ƻǊ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅ 

from this event here today, what are you going to truly do to reconcile: with me, Ahousaht, with each nation, 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜΣ ƘǳƎŜ ǘŀǎƪΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ 

 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪing for it, you could find a way to have this kind of healing and reconciliation conversation 

ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wŜōŜŎŎŀ IǳǊǿƛǘȊΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ /.¢ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ нлнл 

during the periodic review for the Biosphere Reserve Designation.  

 

 
Credit: Melody Charlie 
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