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o The followmg letter was malled to the Mayor and Councrl of the Vrllage of Ucluelet on March 17, 1997

Dear Mayor and Councﬂ

Thank you for meetlng w1th our group fr 'm Machllan Bloedel on Feb 18 i’ Ucluelet (At that

" meeting we' agreed the next step in our 1scuss1ons would be for me to: more fully answer Councrllor

-' .1mplementat10n of the

Our de31re to seek change in our operatmg structure in .the Clayoquot area is dI’lVCl’l by our assessments
on a couple of different fronts. We appreciate that there are different opinions on the politics involved,
but our experience in 1996 persuaded us that our Clayoquot operatlons —— as:;then configured — were
not economically viable. We had hoped that FRBC: funding to offset incremental costs.of Scientific
Panel implementation (i.e. those .above and beyond the Forest Practlces Code) would change that fact,
butitdidnot. .. . e S | soumg . Ol i e

Based on our expenence,durmg the past several years 1n 'Clayoquot we: have also come to beheve that
ayoquot. Sound land‘use-plan ,and‘the recommendatlons of the Clayoquot
: ’ ‘troversy m order to allow for renewal of

are currently trymg to reach agreements w1th labour govemment and other stakeholders that w1ll

- allow forest. operatrons on MB 'S tenure in Clayoquot to be conﬁgured ona completely drfferent bas1s :

than in the past

* an operatlon capable of provrdmg' stable local employment although on a dlfferent ba31s
' Athan a tradltlonal MB logglng d1v1S1on ' :

,Clayoquo’t) of B
de.for explonng |
en erpnse in the area.
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, recogmze that the stment necessary to ac “,eco .,guratron is unhkely to be attract1ve to
" potential investors — including’ private interests: as well as'the prov1nc1al and federal’ governments —
- if there is a risk of further environmental conﬂ1ct in Clayoquot in the Short-term. We believe -
‘UNESCO B1osphere des1gnat10n might be neans of’ addressmg those two pomts by prov1dmg all’ .
" partles w1th an interest.in.the Sound: w1th an-of ortunity to part101pate 1n* and support an 1nnovat1ve L
restructunng and reahgnment of forest operatlon in :"Cla"'oquot S T

We agree with the opportumt1es you see for growth in tounsm related to 1ntemat1onal interest in the | -
. forests of Clayoquot As part of an overall ‘economic reconfiguration, we would be "terested in T
d1scussmg the possibility of establishing a-special muli facﬂlty for the study of' natural resources D
~in the Sound that could among other thmgs, contain: -

a v1s1tors centre o e ,
‘a leammg or skills centre for forest workers
i_ofﬁces for new Jomt venture opera ions; i

' ;,ﬂpppprtumues and productst
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B U S W

We beheve an mtegrated approach along these l1nes could create beneﬁts for all Clayoquot .
stakeholders and is therefore capable of achieving the: buy-in required to give it a chance to work. For
our part, MB could bring several benefits to this reconﬁguratlon that might be difficult for other
parties to achieve on their own. This would include access to tenure, and, global markets, access to
Canada’s only independent laboratory for forest products research ‘and development and expenence in
financing and capitalization. MB could also bring an established business’ 1nfrastructure and

. ..”." » . . . . ) .

relationships with other forest enterpnses on Vancouver Island. - "7 " " 1 T ,

I would like to suggest that the next step in this process might be for Councﬂ to appomt a contact ,
person to begm worklng with MB on proposals and 1deas Don Dowhng will be our contact person | . ]
As we also agreed at our Feb 18 meetmg, We are rev1ew1ng w1th our property management group the
situation regardmg lands privately owned by MB in the Ucluelet area. As you know, even though
some of this land is within village boundanes it is ‘also within TFL 44, and any use is’ subject to the
approval-provisions of the Forest Practices Code. . However, we are identifying some possible options
for the creation of additional benefits to the local community from development of these lands within f
the context of an overall economic transition in the area. We will table some ideas for cons1derat1on :
by Council by the end of this month

Yours truly,

Fk o

Y. ,Llnda Coady =
f .V‘1c Pre81dent Env1ronmental Affa1rs
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